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Uhunuyh hwyjuljwu gynintipnud®:
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E Uhthyuu Qwywuwnwuh Shpmd 2-pn puquiynphu (1289-1296) U Sphgnp 7-pn
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ujuynid £ Ununwununiynjuh wuynidhg htnn (1453), tpp yapshuu nun-
unud £ Oudwiywu uyupnipjuun dwypwpwnup, b npny dudwiwl wug wyu-
wbtin hhduwynpynid Gu mwppbipn Ypnuutinh, wyn pynd* hnndtwjuu juen-
1hyutiph hnglinp Yhumpnuutp: fmu Cwywumwup 1742 . pudwugwd tp
tipynt wnweunpynipjwu’ Ywpun b Uuwigfuwygh?:

Ljuwynpynmuutp Ju, np Ywupun hwy Jupnihl hwdwjupp abwynp-
yb £ 1668 g, tipp 3.000 dwipn nujwuwthnfuyty E, nphg htnn upwiup fuhuwn
wuwwndyh tu b ybpunwupaty Luy wnwpljuw tytntgh: Ujunthwunbps'
wnwoht hwy hnguinp wnweunpnp, np Junwywpty § Yupun Jupenhlub-
nhu 1810-1818 p., Ujuwgfuwynid b Lnndmd nuumd wnwd uwpiigh Unb-
thwunu Jupnuwbtin Uhipatiwuu bpo:

Ruijufuph huy Yupnhlubipp (dnwg, dnwl)?® <nndp Jupnihly
tiytintign wpbjubtypnywyuu phvh htmmbnpnutp Gy, nyptp 19-pn nuph
ulqputiphu qungeli Ehu Upniwpujwph quijwn:

huswtiu uptightp ytplunud, upenihy huytipnp oudwwyywu whnnipywu
Unnuhg ywymnuwytiu dwuwsynd tu npytiu U. Mnjuh huyng Wwwmphwp-
pnipyniuthg wujwju b wnwudhtu Ypnuwlfuu hwdwyup (Uhpte)t: Upnbu

7 Uhdwijnpuiu U., upy. wylu.:
“Lnyu mbmnud, ko 37:
9  Rnubiwu £. 8., Punpdp Cwyp, Lhhuuw, 1925, h. U, Ly 409-410:

10 <onuh Upnnh htm dhmpjuwu Ynnduwlhgutipht Saywunmwund wajwund Ehu
aull «dwyp», «wunpupdwy, «pnwgy»: Uhsuwunwnpmu «dwype» thu wujwumd pun-
ptmnuwljuu huytipht:

11 <wy Jupennhlt htintight, hppl junnyg b bitntguiuwu wnwhaht aghpuwt-
wnnipyniy, juquuwynpyly £ 1740 pywlwuuh unybdptiphu Lutiygmd, tpp Uppuhwd
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1850 . typnuyujun whnnipynmuubiph wwhwuony unyjpwu Upnni Utvhnp
hwwnnil] hpwdwuwgnpny whwnnipjuu mwpwopnid pnnnpuljuuutinh b dwh-
Utmwjwuutiph hpwyniuputinp hwjwuwn £ hwdwpnid: ‘Upgws hpudwuw-
ghpp mwpwoynid L uwb nnih Jupenihl tytintgnt htmunpnutinh ypw:

1828-1829 pp. nnu-pnippujut Wuwnbpuquh wjwpwnhu, 18297.
hniutdptiph 7-hu Jupywo Unphwuwwnuh wuwydwuwgpny, oudwuywu
hywwnwyutipht hpuwyniup Ep npynud mwuunip wdujw pupwugpnid -
pwpuwiybn rnuwuu Juyupnipjwu mwpwopnid: dwy wnwpbjuuu
tiytintignt htnlinpn puquwhwqup hwytin Ywpun ptidh wnweunpn Ywpw-
wbn wpptiyhunwynu Augpunniunt b wy wjwgqubph wnweunpnnipyulp,
twfuwytiv unwuwny gubtipu) b. Awullhsh pnyjmynipiniup, phny hw;-
ntuh oowjuutinp, nniuwjuu gnpph httmlithg pupdytightt niyh nnuwjuwu
whpnyputipn b hhdfuwuwund hwunmwnytghtt wpnh Uuwygluwgh, Uuwg-
pwwph, Uhunddhunwh (Fngnuunyluyh), Swjjwh (quundwluu Gni-
qupph (Fntimp quywunp) ppowtnutipmd’ Ypuwuwugutyny nt hhdutng wgb-
1h pw 60 qynin':

Cwy puwlsnipyuu quiugyuowihu qunen ujuytg 1829 p. hnjjntdph-
nh 14-hu b wjwpwytig 1830p. hniuhuh 5-ht: Ywphu pwnuphg, Ywpun
nupwnh gymntphg m ppswlur qujwnutiphg, Upwgiuugh b Ufawpujwph
guywnubipn qunpwo hwytiph dbky Juyht uwb th pwuh hwupnip pumnmwuhp
Jupenihyutip®: hptug ogwjuutinp jpwd U punhwunip quuguohu thugwd
Jupenihy huytinpht wnwsunpnmud tp Uuhpwpwu dhwpwu Ghpd Jup-
nuwbtn Ubkpjuup:

Uuhpwdtipm Gup hwdwpnd wh), np twjupwu wpbdnwhwytinh
1830 p. qunpp, 1829p. np wpuwup Ufuwjpwjuph quyjunnd hwunwwn-
Ynud bu pnippujut ppuwauyndutiphg thwjuntunh nhiws Upnuhwu qu-
Jwnh 4t gyninh Juenihy hwytipp, npnup unp puwljuwnmtinhutipnid ytpw-
Junnignid Gu funignidn, fwypw, Snipgjfu b Ywupwhluwd gynintinp: ‘Lpwu-
ghg htinn' 1830p. Uwpun quywnhg wbtnuihnjuywd Jupnihly hwbtpp
hwunwumynid tu Gjuwunwu b dwplwu gyninunbtinputipnd: “‘bnyu pyw-
Juuht ubpuyhu Lhpnhw, hydwuw b (Fnphw gyninpmd puwnipiniu Eu
hwunwmnid fvuiniuh qujwunhg qunpwo Jupnihy huwytpp: Uuwpwjwuph
hwywpuwl gynintiph ywuppnid wpdwuwgnpywd Gu uwb Autpu n dwpguyp,
npnug puwhsutinp Wuonnuwwtiu hhpymd Gu npytiu hwy Juenhlubn b

tyhuynwnu Upohyjwup odymd | «juennhytt huytinh wuwunphwpp»:
12 Ulgpnwywi U., 2Qujwijup. yuwndwluu wluwny, Gpliwy, 1996, Ly 19:
13 Lpunkp npowdnnmptiuy, Ly 84:
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hptiug wpwpnnnipniuutinp juunwnply Gu junhuwyuu otuny: Cum (kbni-
uwuu Juyupnipjwu hwy fupnihy hwdwjuputinh 1912 6. opugnygh' Upuwy-
pwjwph 12 gynintipmid hwunmwwnywo Juenihubph phyp hwuunid Ep 5.752-
h (693 i)™

1829-1830pe. quuquowhtut wpunwqunph htwmbwupny qpbph
hwywpwthymd tu Epgpnidp, Awubup, lvunwp, “Sapowup b wy; quyjwn-
utin: Uhwyu hwy Yuenhy gynintiph puwlsnipjuu npn) dwup, wyuyhutny
Zonup NMuwh b wpbdnwbypnyuwluwu mbpnpyniuuiph hndwuwynpni-
pjwun' sh qunpenid: Ujnwu Ynnuhg L, yunbpuquujuu gnponnnipiniuub-
nh htmbwupny dbdwytiu mmdby bhu vwjuyhu Uupwgluwh thwywynipjuu
hhdfuwjuund huyujuu puwuuwyptipp: dbpyhuutipu dtdwy dwuwdp
widwywgty Ehu, huly puwlhgubinp qunpty th (Ghdihu b wyy Juypbip: “tanbu
qunphg wnwy' 1829p., nmuutiph Ynnuhg Uluughuugh b Ufuwypujwuph
nwpwopubiph gpuynuihg htinn, dywuuwyhnptu yipujunmgymd Gu vh
pwiuh hwyujuu puwuyuwyptip: buly 1829-1830pEe. Upnuhwuhg b Epg-
pnudh Yhiugtiphg qunpwd puwlynipiniup untpywd nt jpyjwd phutjufuy-
ntiph mtinnud hhdund £ pnipe 50 qynin:

Fuwhdwywu yuwydwuutiph wnnuiny Uwdgiub-2uwywiupn udw
Ep hwyptiuh Fwupap Swyp uwhwughu b hwpwyhg ppowuubtiphu. nu £ yuwm-
twnp, np unpwhwunwn qunpwiwunipyniup hudbtdwnwpwnp wpwg L
hwpdwpynud unp yuydwuutinh:

Uju hwhqudwupp, np bwjupwu wpbdmwhwytiph qunpnp juunpn
wnwpw mwpwopnmd puhy huytin Gu wyphty, yyuynd Gu huylujui, Jpw-
guluu, wpwpwluu, pnippuuu b wy] wnpmpubpp: Cun ypug wundhy
Ltnunh Upnybtynt' 4-pn nuph uyqphu unipp ‘umubh (Ypwg' ‘Ghun) pphu-
nnubiwuwt pupngynipyuu optipht Ruywjupnid’® dwpywuw [6h unw, uw
wtinh hnyhdutinh htim hwnnpnuygyty L hwytiptiuny: 16-18-pn nn. oudw-
Wwu hwpyugnigulutiph nyjuyubpny' Rwywjuph nt hwpwyhg quyunub-
nh puwuyuwyptiph Wtd dwund wypmid Ehu huytip®:

Npwtiu wujwoh wwwgnyg Juptigh £ hwdwnply ybplmd upqud wyu
thwuwnp, np wpbdwnmwhwytiph qunpehg wnwy' 1829 ., hwyu Uuwpuwjwuph
quywnnmd hwpyynud Ep 639 dwhdtinuw b 179 ypwugh punwuhputp, wyu
ntiypnid, tpp huyulwu punwuhputinh phyp wybh pwu tpint wuqud
uto Ep pwu yipp upywd gniguiuhpubipnp' thwuhu ypgpuo (punudtiun'l.716
hwyj punwuhp Juud onipg 10-11 hmqup dwpn)':

14 “unyu wmbnnd, £y 95:
15 Ulgpnwywi U., 2Qajwifup. yuwndwluu wuwny, Gpliwy, 1996, Ly 19:
16 ‘Lnyu wmbmnud:
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Wuon Ypwgh dwubwgbmubipn shhduwynpywo thwumwplutinny
swunid tu htipply Rujwjfupnid hwytiph mtnwpuhy jhutgnt hpnnniejniup:
Uju juunph ytpuptippu) hp niumduwuhpnipju by U. Utjpnuywup gpnid
L. «...Uumtubyny Ufuwgfuuwgh wmtqupuhy hwynipjuu dwuhu pinpdwo pwg-
Uwphy thwuwmtpp (uwyn pynd” Ypuguljuu wnpympubpp), wnwidhu ypug
yuwwndwpwuutin n gnpohsutin thnpanmd Gu wyu opowund hwytiph huywnu-
ybp Juuty dhuygu 1829-1830ppe. Upnuhwuh b wpbdnmwhwytinh qunph
htin»!:

Uiy niph wpfuwnmwupnid htmhuwlp jpugutyny yaplind wuywon,
upnid B, np. «...Upbdnwhwytinph qunph htmmbwupny ny pli hwyugwy wju
nwpwowypowun, hyybu wunnd tu ypugh ghnwljuu nt punupwljuu
angwiiiljutinp, wyp Rwjwjuph mtmwpuhly huympyuwu phyp hwdwipgtg
wplinwhwytinny »*:

Unpbdmnwhwy qunpwiwuutinh swuptinny gpbiph pninp qynintpnud,
hhu b unp Junmgywo thtntighutipht Yhg pugynid tu dfjuwjuu nupng-
utip: 19-pn 1. 40-wjuwu pYuluuutpn ypownwpawhu thu utwl Yupnihy
hwytiph hwdwn: Ynintipnid pupwgnn Gytnbguyhuwjuu wyjuwmwupub-
nht hwwnnil] npwnpmpymu tp gnmguptpynmd <wy Jupnihy thtntgn
wyuwwnphwppwpwuh, Uuhpupwt dhwpwunipjuu b <ondh wuwh Ynn-
uUhg, husytiu Gupmnmupuytim-9)huwpwuputin gnponmintyni, wjuytu L) nphw-
dwluu odwunwlynipjniuutiph mbtupny:

19-nn 1. 60-80-wjwu ppE. Yypuguuu thtintighu Uuwgluuh b
Uuwpujwph qujwnutiph hwynipjuup puywuwthnju wutgnt tyuwnwyny
utio pupdnud E atmuwpynid: dpug hnqgunpujuunipjuu gnpéntubinipjwu
ujwpu ninnyud Ep hwnjuuytiu Jupenhynipynu nujwunn huyjuijuu
qgnintipht, ywuuwynpuwtiu, awjuhu yaghubiphu' fwdpuwyh, lunijgnidn-
Jh, Gupnpudh b Snipgtuh puwlynipyuiup: Uqquqpughn Gpjwin Luwjw-
juup, yyuyuynstyny dudwuwyh thwumwpnebpn, uymd L, np tpp Ufuw-
pujwph quywnwytin hpfuwu Udpwpenyp wojuwphwghp wuglugubynt
dudwuwly ypwg hnqunpujuwunipjuu wwhwuony thnpaby § wju qninh
puwyhgutiphu npujtiu Ypwghubip gpuiigly, Juenihy hwytpp dhwhudnn
npunnhdwgly tu, wutgny, np hptup ny ph Yypwugh tGu' wyp hwy: Uhuyu by
numwuhp £ uwyn dudwuwl uyunuwhputinhu mtinh mwyny ypwugh gpynid:*

17 “Lnyu mbmnid:

18 Ulgpnwuwu U., Rujwiupp XIX npupmd b XX nuph wnwohu punnpnnud, Gpluwl,
2003, L9 196:

19 Lwjuwywi G., Qujwjuph pmpdmupp. - Gpywin Lwjwywi, Gphtp, h. 1, Gphw,
1983, Ly 87:
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Quuywd Jupnihy hwytinhtt pujwuwhnjutint Yypwg hnghnpujuuntpyuu
opwgph nwwwdwup, httmwgquynud bu thnpatip Gu wpyty b wyuon £ pw-
poiuwljynud Gu Jtpnugyuy gynintiph Yupnihy huy puwlynpywin Ytpugpty
Jpuguuu dSwgnmu®: ‘Liwu thnpatpp dhpw b pwjuynd tu hugujuu
qgnintipnh puwyynipjwu ndgnhnipjuut nt unip punnhunpywup:

funphppuwyhu hpjuwunipjwt wnwohu mwphutipht hhduwnpytghu
uh pwuh unp gynintip, npuntn hwunmwnybight Ruywfuph hwjjuyuu gjni-
ntiph puwysnpjuu th dwup: ‘bpwughg tu' dnwunylyu, Uuygwupw, ‘Lnp
funigniin, Ywpuwwmnm gynintipp, npnugnid Gytnbghutp sjuu: Uju gyninb-
nhg wdtuwdton dnwunylyuu L, npu mup 1.000-hg wytih puwlhy, dnw-
utipu wytih thnpp Eu' onipy 300-400 dwpn?:

by ytpuptipnid £ Ujuwgluwgh gqujwunhu, wyw wyuwntin bu jupn-
1hy hwytipp hhdumd tu 7 qymin’ Unifujhu, nip hwunmwnmynmd Bu Gupung
Chudp gyninhg Gwo qunpuluuutinp, ‘Lhnfuptip Jud Unjuptip' puwyni-
pintu tu hwunmwwnmd Judwbtinghutipn b juwnwptinyghutpn, Onuephjwh
puwlynipyuu twjuuhubipp qunpel) Gu (npenvh ‘Lnpptu b fwpwe gynint-
nhg' onipg 34 punmwuhp: Swynp upwnh, kg hwynuh & Upwpul (unyu qu-
Junh fuwpnin gjninhg 5-6 wmniu), Chunpwiu b “Lnyjwihu gynintiph puwy-
snipju uwjuuhubtiph owguwu Jyuypbipp:

Ujuon Y pwunwiuh Undglubi-Rujwfuph Jupnihjubpp mbtinuwpwyu-
Jwo tu Upuwjpwwuph opowuh Ujuwuwmwy, Snipglu, dwplwy, Fwypuw,
funignuin, Yupuhlud, Ghunduhunuwyh ppowuh Lhpnhw, dnwunyulyjwl,
(dnphw, Mhydwuw, Uuthwpw, ‘Lnp funignidn, Yuptuwmn b Uuwgluwgh
angwith Unifuihu, “Lnyuihu, Onuyephjw, Ohumpwi, Unfupbip (Uhnfupbp),
Upwpfuly, 2nynu qynintipnid b 4wt punupnid, npp dhuyu Yhuny swth
puwitgywo Jupenihy huytipny: ‘Lpwup hwy Yupenihy thtintgnt htmmbnpn
tu b dwu Gu Jugqumu ytghuhu Upbjubypnyuluu pdhu, nph wnwy-
unppupuiup gnuynd £ Snidphnmid: Muyduwuvwdnpyus yunmdwujuu wju
hpnnmpjundp, np 1886 . Rwijwfuph b Uwdglutih Yupnihl hwytipp qpljgwo
Lhu hwy Jupenihy tytntgnt wudhowljwu wnwgunpnnipjniuhg, b wyu hwu-
quiiwupny, np ntnbiu funphprughte Yupgbiph gnjnipjui Yipshu opgwithg
ujuwd Ywnhluwup wynhynpyniu gniguptiptig hwdwjuph Ypnuwtiytinb-
guluu ywwhwuutinh pujwpwpdwu hwpgmd, Unbuby pnyuljuu pdh

20 Mamyrus I', KoHuenuusi rocyAapCTBEHHON NOIUTHAKY [Py3uM B OTHOLIEHUM [eNOPTH-
POBaHHBIX U peNaTpPUMPOBaHHBIX B Ipysuto MecxoB. — llenTpanbHas Asus u KaBkas.
O61ecTBeHHO-TIONUTHYECKUH K ypHai, 1999, N 1, c. 29.

21 Cpunkp nnowdmmptu, £y 95:
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wnwsunpnh wpywuwlnuip hpwwuwgynid £ <nndh yuwh Ynnuhg*:

Uwdghub-Rujwjuph Jwpswmnwpwopwht dhuynph by dwunn
Uhiugtuuyh, Ufuwjpwiwph b Ghunouhunwyh opgwutbtpnid puwljynn ju-
enhy huytinp hwdwpymd Gu hwy wqgh wupwdwubjh hmwnywon: ‘Lpuug
fuunhputipp, juyu hdwuwnny, gpbph unyuu Gu, huy wnwptjulwu hwytiphup
b gunuynud tu Uwdgut-Rujwjuph hhtuwhwpgtiph wmhpnyenid:

APMAHO-KATONNYECKAA OBLLMHA CAMLIXE-OMABAXKA
(MOMBITKA NCTOPNKO-3THOTPA®UYECKOTIO UCCJIIELOBAHKA)

Coce I'puropsia

Pestome

Co BpemeH Kunukuiickoii Apmenuu Pumcko-kaTtonuueckas IepKoBb, obemas
BOEHHO-TIOJIMTHYECKYIO IOMJIEPXKKY, OCYLIECTBIIAIa OOMIUPHYI0 MUCCHOHEPC-
KYIO JIeSITENIbHOCTD, B pe3yJIbTaTe dero NCTOpUYecKas YacTb HaceNleHus ApMe-
HUY, 130€eTas HaCUIINS ¥ HaCUJIbCTBEHHOM MCIIaMI3alli, IPUHSJIA KaTOJIULU3M,
oxwupast nomomu [lamer Pumckoro. B 3anmanHolt ApMeHU: MUCCHOHEpPCKas Iie-
ATeJIbHOCTh HAUMHAETCs Iocie HafeHns KOHCTaHTUHOMONS, a TIepPBbIN KaToMu-
JeCKUi eHTp ObIT OCHOBaH B 15-M Beke B IIPOBUHIMYK Bacmypakas B Aprase.

B 1828-18291T., B KOHIE PYCCKO-TYPELKON BOMHBI, MO AJpPHUaHONOIbCKOMY
IOroBOpy, HoAMMcaHHOMY 7 OKTg6ps 1929 roga, okono 40 Thicsy apMsH Ap-
MSIHCKON AmnocTonbckoil llepkBr 1 HECKOIIBKO COTEH KaTOJIMYECKMX CEMEN U3
3anagHol ApMeHNY TI0J, PyKOBOJICTBOM IJIaBbl elapxuy KaprHa apXuemnuckomna
Kapamnera BarpaTyHu ocTaBIOT CBOM JIoMa U CENSATCS B HBIHEIHUX AXaJluxe,
Axankanaku, Hunormunpge (BormaHoBka), Tcanke (uctopmyeckuit Tpexk mpo-
BuHUMY ['yrapk), a Takxe B obnacTsax [upaxa u Jlopu. B 1929-1930rr. nnepece-
JIeHIIbI U3 ApIaraHa u Op3ypyMa Ha pyruHaX U 3a6pOIIeHHbIX MoceneHnsax Jxa-
BaxXKa CO3IA0T O0KoJIo 50 mepeBeHb, U YUCIIO KOPEHHBIX apMsH JOINONHSETCS
3allaJHbIMU apMsHaMH.

CeronHsl KaTolnuku pacrpocTpaHeHbl B Camixe-Jl>xaBaxeT Ipysuu, B nepes-
HX Anacran, Typux, BapeBan, BaBpa, Xynrymo (mocnemHve TpU CYUTAIOTCS

22 “bhpyuynudu Ufuwpwjwph b Ghunodhunwyh ppowtutipmd ju dnn 80 huyjujwi
g’ 100 hwquip puwysmpyudp, npp ugquinud £ wdpnne puwynipyuiu 95%-n: Sw-
pbwt Uppwygluugh, Uughudugh b Swiuyh opswutipmd hwpyynud £ unwn 30 hwy-
Julwiu gymn' 60 hwqup plwlsnipyudp (wbu Uhpatywi U., Ruuiupp XIX qpupmd
b XX nuph wnweht punnpnmd, £y 359): 1990p. Ypugwlwu hpjuwumpyniuutiph
Unnuhg unbmoynud | Uudghub-Ruwiuph Jupsumwpwopuyhu dhuynpp: 4hpshuu
pungpynud £ Upiugguwgh, Uuwhuawyh, Unhqbuh, Anpdmdh, Upwpwwph b Uh-
unduhunuyh (wwfulhu fngruim|uygh) opgwiiutpp: Uu puy)p, gunbiph jupshpny,
dhunywd Ep wjuqbgubm hwy puwlynipyuu mtuwunwp Yohnp: Lokup, np ubipluw-
jhu Uwdglubh mwpwopp hwdpuumyd | tpptidfuh qujwnhu: bull Rudwjupp, nphu
Ypughutipp Rujuutiph bu Ynsnud, pungpynid £ dhwyu Lhphu Ruywiupp: Nwuwndw-
Quit Gmqupph Utipphtt 2unjwiup quijwni pungpynud tp wpnh Uuwhudugh opgw-
th (guundwluu Tuyuowy) b Uppwhwuh hntuhuwgh dwup:
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TYPKOTOBOPSIIIMMI) 001aCcTH AXalnKalakuy, DTus, JKnaHoBakaH, Topus, YIox-
MaHa, Acnapa, HoBbnii Xynrymo, KatHaty obnactu HunonmuHza u B mepes-
Hix Cyxnuc, Xynamuc, Texantéuna, Tcuny6an, Moxpeb (Huoxpeb), Ab6arxes,
JIxynxa B obnacTu Axannuxe U B OCHOBHOM IiepecerieHbl B ropof Bane, rmoe
apMsiHe-KaTOJIMKY COCTaBIISIIOT MOIOBUHY HaceneHus. OHU SIBIISIIOTCS IOCTIe0-
BarensiMu ApmsHckoit Katonuueckoit Lepksu u BocTouHno-eBpornetickoil enap-
XUH, PE3UICHINS IT1aBbl KOTOPOW HaXxoouTcs B ropoge [tompu.

Karouessie caosa: xaTonuk, obiuHa, 1epkoBb, Camirxe-JlkaBaxk, apMSHUH,
€IMHCTBO, TOPO]I, IePEBHS, enapxus, JTUAep.

ARMENIAN-CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF SAMTSKHE-JAVAKHK
(AN ATTEMPT OF HISTORIC-ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH)

Sose Grigoryan

Summary

Since the period of Cilician Armenia, the Roman Catholic Church, under the
promises of political and military support, began extensive missionary activi-
ties. As a result, in the territories of Historic Armenia, a large segment of the
population, avoiding violence and forced Islamization, accepted Catholicism ex-
pecting the assistance of the Pope of Rome. Western missionary activities start-
ed after the decline of Constantinople, but the first Catholic center was built in
the 15th century in the province Artaz of Vaspouragan.

After the end of the 1828 -1829 Russian-Turkish war, according to the Adrianap-
olis agreement signed on October 7th, 1829, about 40.000 Western Armenians
who were followers of the Armenian Apostolic church and several hundred fam-
ilies of Catholic Armenians migrated to modern-day Akhaltsikhe, Akhalkalak,
Ninotsminda (Bogdanovka), Tsalka (historic Gugark Province), as well as Shi-
rak and Lori regions. The relocation was headed under the Archbishop Karapet
Bagratuni of Karin Diocese. In 1829 -1830 the populations, which migrated from
the Ardahan and Erzrum vilayets, established about 50 villages in the ruins of
abandoned settlments of Javakhk, thus the number of indigenous Armenians is
increased by the arrival of Western Armenians.

Today Catholics of Samtskhe-Javakheti are distributed in Georgia’s Alastan,
Turtskh, Varevan, Bavra, Khulgumo, Kartikam (the last three are Turk-
ish-speaking Catholics) villages of Akhalkalaki region, and Heshtia, Zhdanovka,
Thoria, Ujmana, Asfara, New Khulgumo villages of Ninotsminda region. They
are also in Sukhlis, Ghulalis, Tsghaltbila, Tsinuban, Mokhreb (Niokhreb), Abat-
khev, and Julgha villages of Akhaltsikhe region; as well as in the city of Vale,
half the population of which is composed of Catholic Armenians. They are the
followers of the Armenian Catholic Church and the Eastern-European diocese,
the prelacy of which is located in Gyumri.

Keywords: catholic, district, church, Samtskhe-Javakheti, Armenian, unity,
city, village, episcopate, leader.
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